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Alan Carveth 1929 - 2008 
Alan’s death on 16 April after a 
period of poor health has 
deprived Cornwall of one of its 
most prominent ringers who was 
well known and immensely 
respected by ringers of all 
traditions. 

He was born in Truro on 31 
December 1929, and apart from 
two years of National Service 
lived in the city all his life.   Upon 
leaving the Royal Air Force he 
joined the family firm of 
commercial and wholesale 
stationers, and remained with the 
business for the whole of his 
working career.   His father was a 
faithful member of Kenwyn 
Parish Church, and Alan in his 
turn was associated with it all his 
life.   It was in this church that he was baptised in 
1930, and in this church that he married Mary in 
1959.   They were blessed with three children, 
Steven, Jane and Patrick, all of whom learned to 
ring.   Alan was a person of profound, yet quiet, 
faith, and it was this faith which sustained him 
when Steven tragically died in 1995.   His service 
to the church was varied: at Kenwyn he held 
many offices, including that of churchwarden, 
while in the Diocese of Truro at large his many 
years of membership of the Diocesan Advisory 
Committee and his help in other capacities were 
recognised in 1995 when he was appointed a Lay 
Canon of the Cathedral. 

Alan first handled a bell in 1939, but the wartime 
ban on ringing prevented him from pursuing his 
new-found interest.   Even so, he was present in 
Truro Cathedral when the bells were rung on VE 
Day in May 1945.   He frequently told the story of 
an inebriated American serviceman who 
suddenly appeared in the ringing chamber and 
was (with some difficulty) restrained from pulling 
on the ropes and so hanging both himself and 
several others in the process. Having learned to 
ring Alan began to play a full part not only in 
Truro but across Cornwall and further afield.   His 

willingness to join in ringing in any 
tower no doubt assisted his 
election as President of the Truro 
Diocesan Guild in 1954, a post 
which he held with much 
distinction for 24 years.   In 1963 
he was appointed Master of the 
Truro Cathedral Company of 
Ringers, and he continued to 
serve in this capacity until 2002.   I 
remember well my own first visit to 
the Cathedral in 1972.   Alan was 
a very welcoming host, although 
his insistence that I should ring the 
tenor on that first occasion did 
temporarily cause me to doubt his 
sanity.   Upon the reorganisation 
of the Guild in 1982 he was 
elected as the first Ringing Master 
of the Guild’s Central District.   He 
was in charge of the ringing at 
Kenwyn for very many years, and 
his choice as our first formally 

elected captain in 1988 merely regularised what 
had been the position for a very long time.   At 
both towers visitors were always made welcome, 
something which we still aspire to do, and many 
returned repeatedly.   Alan’s ability as a ringer 
was recognised when he was elected as a 
member of the Ancient Society of College Youths 
in 1961. 
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Alan Carveth 1929 – 2008 (cont.) 
Alan rang his first peal at Mabe on 2 March 1946; 
this was followed by another 423 peals for the 
Truro Diocesan Guild, as well as many others for 
various associations across the country.   Among 
these were peals to mark the fiftieth and ninetieth 
anniversaries of the recasting of Kenwyn bells, in 
1955 and 1995, respectively.   Fittingly, his final 
peal was Kenwyn Surprise Major at Kenwyn on 
31 December 2005 to mark the end of the 
centenary year of the bells.   In 1977 Alan 
completed a long-held ambition when, with the 
willing help of Anthony Davidson and others, both 
men succeeded in ringing a peal at every Cornish 
tower with five or more ringable bells.    

Despite a distinguished peal-ringing record his 
main ringing interests were in maintaining 
Sunday service ringing and in helping learners 
and ringers of limited experience.   Our Sunday 
ringing in Truro still owes a very great deal to the 
solid foundations which Alan laid, and his quiet 
words of encouragement given to learners on 
countless visits to country towers on their 
practice nights will have been of enormous 
benefit to those who were struggling to control a 
bell or to learn a method. 

Alan’s health began to fail during 2007, although 
he was well enough to ring until just before he 
died.   His appointment by the Cathedral Chapter 
in November 2007 as Ringing Master Emeritus 
gave both him and the rest of the Cathedral 
ringers particular pleasure.   More recently, on 1 
April he attended the licensing of Revd Chris 
Parsons as Priest-in-Charge of Kenwyn with St 
Allen, the eighth parish priest of Kenwyn in Alan’s 
lifetime.   However, a fall in his garden was the 
prelude to a downturn in his condition, and his 
passing came peacefully in mid-April. 

Mary made it clear that the Thanksgiving Service 
in Kenwyn Church which followed a private 
cremation on 25 April was to be a happy 
occasion, and so it was.   The church was filled 
to capacity, with not only family friends and 
former business colleagues but members of the 
church congregation and, of course, ringers from 
all over Cornwall and far beyond.   The service 
was led by Prebendary James Vincent, not only a 
former Vicar of Kenwyn but also a ringer and one 
of Alan’s oldest friends.   Jim began by remarking 
that whenever he told other ringers that he now 
rang at Truro Cathedral the immediate reaction 
was always “You must know Alan Carveth”.   He 
spoke movingly of Alan’s ringing career and his 
many services to the church, although he did 
admit that he never understood Alan’s fascination 
with football.   Anthony read the lesson, and the 

two hymns were particularly appropriate: “Angel 
Voices Ever Singing”, which was sung when 
Mary and Alan were married, and “Thine Be The 
Glory” which tells of the Easter triumph in which 
Alan so fervently believed.   After the service 
Mary, Jane and Patrick were joined by Jim and 
other ringing friends to ring rounds while the 
congregation made its way towards refreshments 
and a chance to catch up with friends. 

Alan was not the kind of person to blow his own 
trumpet or to make a fuss about anything which 
he had done.   However, those of us who were 
privileged to know him will remember a staunch 
friend who did a huge amount for ringing in his 
beloved Cornwall over a life very well lived.   To 
Mary and the family we express our deep 
sympathy and our continuing support, and we 
thank God for his goodness in putting Alan 
amongst us for so long.            Robert Perry 
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Farewell to Bishop Bill 

 
At Easter the Diocese and Cornwall generally 
said a fond farewell to Bishop Bill Ind. As 
Diocesan Bishop he was Patron of our Guild and 
is pictured here in typical informal pose with 
Crantock ringer (and Newquay hospital chaplain) 
Morley Wills enjoying a pint of Skinners! 

��� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �

New Six at Otterham 

The dedication service of the three original bells 
at Otterham together with three new bells, an 
excellent match and sourced via the Keltek Trust, 
all in a new frame took place on Mothering 
Sunday 2nd March 2008. After three of years of 
hard work fund raising to make this project 
happen, the long awaited moment came when 
Otterham bells would be opened and available  to 
visiting ringers.   
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The fine sunny morning was a blessing to 
everyone, as the church at Otterham is exposed 
to all weathers. Over 30 ringers travelled from far 
and wide to the service, including Ian Self 
(President of the Truro DGR), Robert Perry 
(representing the Central Council) and his wife 
Helen, Michael Wycherley (DAC advisor), Owen 
Borlase (Bell Restoration Officer), Henry Trewin 
(Divisional ringing master), Roy Sanders 
(Chairman of the Northern District) plus bands 
from Poughill and North Petherwin.  

The church was packed with standing room only 
– such a joy to see. The service was taken by 
Archdeacon of Truro - Clive Cohen and Parish 
Reader, Michael Parsons. The “stars” of the 
service it has to said were the young group of  
children who sang a version of Oranges and 
Lemons - it was delightful – not necessarily in 
tune - but they amused us all- many thanks to 
Becky, an new Otterham ringer, for this 
performance. During the service the bells were 
dedicated by the Archdeacon with rounds being 
rung by a band of local and guest ringers, and 
again later in the service, with excellent 
performances by the locals.  

After the service, the bells were open to visiting 
ringers, who were all very complimentary on the 
way they handled and sounded. Everyone was 
invited back to the village hall where a very 
splendid buffet lunch was laid on for us, and 
further ringing followed for those who wished to. 

The new six at Otterham fit in perfect harmony 
together and are a credit to everyone involved in 
the project, especially to Peter Bazley – 
bellhanger who did an excellent job, and the 
Keltek Trust who matched the tenor and two 
trebles as though the bells were cast as a 
complete ring.  But most of all a special mention 
must go to Margaret Kemp of  Otterham PCC 
(pictured) for her amazing dedication to get this 
project off the ground, to see it through to its 

fruition with all the many 
frustrations it involved 
and also become a 
ringer herself - she is 
doing very well! She has 
been helped and 
assisted by her husband 
David and been given 
tremendous support 
from everyone in this 
tiny parish.               

Ruth Reeves 

��� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �

Nonagenarian Ringer at Ladock 

One of the Ladock ringers, 
Doris Hibbert, celebrated 
her 90th birthday recently. 
She didn't start ringing until 
after her 70th birthday 
which proves it's never too 
late to learn a new skill!  
Doris has been a regular 
ringer and a great supporter 
of Ladock Tower for the past 15 years and a 
celebration party was held at the home of tower 
secretary Valerie Williams. 

��� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �

Eastern District Bells and Skittles 

About three years ago our newly appointed 
Ringing Master suggested that we should hold a 
social evening in addition to our popular monthly 
ringing evenings but, as frequently happens, 
nothing did happen, until Andrew Doney, a ringer 
at Linkinhorne, offered to organize it. He was 
certainly the man for the job as not only is he a 
ringer, his daughter in law is one of the licensees 
of the pub opposite the church, and the pub has 
a skittle alley.   

So one cold evening in February 50 or so ringers 
and families gathered in the one church, one 
pub, one farm and a handful of cottages village 
of Linkinhorne for an hour of ringing followed by 
a knock-out skittles competition, the knock-out 
part of which your scribe took rather too literally 
and was knocked out at the earliest possible 
opportunity! Clearly Andrew’s family connections 
ensured we were provided with an excellent and 
plentiful buffet and, judging by the fact that 
everyone was still there at the end, the evening 
was clearly a success. Looks like you may have 
got yourself a job Andrew!              Brian Muskett 

��� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �

Avoiding complaints? 

How anyone can buy a house near to a church 
with a tower and then express surprised to find 
that it contains bells is beyond me, but this 
certainly happens. Ex-retail premises adjacent to 
our churchyard at St Columb Major have been 
redeveloped into flats, and our priest having 
approached the estate agents the details of the 
property now contain the statement "In close 
proximity to the church where bellringing takes 
place". Whilst this is not a cast-iron guarantee of 
avoiding difficulties in the future it is something 
others may wish to consider?  Phil Tremain 
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St Martins-by-Looe Open Day. 

Here at St Martins we have just six ringers for the 
six bells. This can cause problems if one or more 
of us is unavailable.  

On Saturday 12th April  we decided to have a big 
recruitment drive. We borrowed the display 
material from the Guild. Our ringing master Owen 
Borlase kindly came to support us. We had help 
and encouragement from local ringers and we 
had an extensive advertising campaign. We 
put flyers in local shops, posters up and we 
put an ad in the local press. Despite all this, we 
had just one person turn up! Hopefully he will 
come again, but so far he has not contacted 
me. This is so disappointing. We really do not 
know what else we can do to encourage new 
ringers. Any Ideas?      Kate Humphreys 

��� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �

Recruitment 

None of us have the complete answer to Kate’s 
request for ideas (see previous article), but 
recently a sub-group of the Standing Committee 
met to consider the matter of recruitment. Whilst 
recognising the importance of attracting the 
young, it was also acknowledged that recently 
retired ‘empty-nesters’ offered another 
worthwhile source to be tapped. 

It was generally agreed that since towers are the 
principal building block then our efforts needed to 
be directed to supporting individual bands in 
publicity & recruitment. As a result a package is 
being put together consisting of posters, leaflets, 
display material and most important of all 
manpower to help inform & enthuse non-ringers. 

��� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �

Evening League final at St Mellion 

The East Cornwall Association's 2007/8 Evening 
League culminated with the A final when the six 
teams which ended in the top half of the league 
rang in a knock-out competition at St Mellion. 
When the ringing was completed everyone 
assembled in the warm & cosy hall, where our 
hosts had kindly provided tea, coffee & biscuits, 
to await the results. Judges Malcolm Hicks & 
Terry Coombes had determined that Lansallos 1 
were victorious, with St Columb Major 1 (who had 
already won the league outright) just pipping 
Lansallos 2 for second place. 

The previous week the teams from the bottom 
half of the league rang in the B final at Lanreath 
where Roche were victorious. Phil Tremain 

PIMPS outing to Bodmin 

On Saturday 3rd May St. Petroc’s Bodmin ringers 
held their 4th Bells and Ale Festival, raising funds 
for new kitchen and toilet facilities. The PIMPS 
(Pydar IMProverS!) decided to have an outing to 
Bodmin and duly arrived bright and early for the 
first ringing of the day. With the help of the 
Bodmin ringers we enjoyed the challenge of 
ringing in a different tower, and for some of us it 
was a rare opportunity to ring on 8 bells. 

Refreshments to suit all tastes were available 
from coffee and cakes to full English breakfast, 
and of course beer (four different barrels). A 
good time was had by all, ‘thank you’ St. Petroc’s 
ringers for your friendly welcome and support.
    Gill Love (Padstow) 

We understand that the day raised almost £400, 
an excellent result! - Ed. 
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Tail Endings 

In the last issue we recorded congratulations to 
Adam Beer for ringing his 800th quarter; it was 
actually his 800th as conductor . Adam has now 
rung his 100th quarter in Australia. 

We regret to record the death of Ivan Rabey, a 
local author, broadcaster & historian and a ringer 
for over 40 years at St Columb Major. 

Congratulations to Martin Spittle who rang his 
first peal of Stedman at St Dennis. 

Keep right up to date with current TDGR events, 
visit www.tdgr.org.uk and click on the Diary link. 

A quarter of Double Norwich Court Bob Caters at 
Truro Cathedral was a first for eight of the band.  

Congratulations to Barbara Pearson of 
Manaccan who rang her first quarter, treble to 
Grandsire Doubles, in her home tower. 

Stay in touch with all the latest news, join the 
TDGR   mailing list   by   sending   an  e-mail   to  
tdgr-subscribe@yahoogroups.co.uk (guaranteed 
spam free). 

��� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �
 

Ash Stays 
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